
 

Spring 1 

Year 2 Curriculum News 

 Space 

Our topic this half term is Space! Some of our work will be linked to this 

topic; some will be work on key skills. On Wednesday 29th January we will be visiting the 

Winchester Planetarium which, we hope, will inspire and inform our topic. If you are able to 

help on this trip, please let your class teacher know by Monday 13th January.  

We are introducing “Funny and Factual Friday” this term. We have asked the children to 

learn a fact or joke, preferably to do with space, and are inviting them to share it with the 

class on Fridays. We would appreciate your support with this as many children find it 

daunting speaking in a group. 

Please see below for more details about each subject that we teach. 

English 

Phonics - The children who did not pass the phonics screening check in Year 1 are 

continuing with the phonics programme, and they will re-sit the check in June. Some other 

children who passed the check but are still not confident when using phonics to decode are 

still having phonics lessons. 

Reading - Children will bring home reading books at their colour level so that you can help 

them practise at home. To encourage this we have half termly reading awards. This half 

term it is the Star Award! In school we hear them read as individuals, looking at their 

reading targets to improve their skills. We also hear children read in groups. This is called 

Book Talk. All the children read a book in a group that is suitable for their level and then 

they will talk about it and answer questions about it, sometimes using inference skills to 

answer tricky questions. To help your child at home please refer to their coloured reading 

targets which give you guidance as to what they are learning on each level and the types of 

questions that you could be asking them to improve their understanding. You will also find 

these targets in the back of the school planner.  Visit the local library and encourage your 

child to read and enjoy a wide range of books. 

Writing- This is taught through topic work in English lessons, but also practised during 

other lessons. During English lessons this half term we will be writing non- fiction texts 

whilst focussing mainly on grammar. The children will be practising their punctuation skills 



and learning new skills such as using apostrophes accurately to show omission and 

possession. We will also be doing activities to improve their understanding of the meanings 

of ‘statement’, ‘question’, ‘exclamation’ and ‘command’. All these skills will be tested in the 

End of Key Stage 1 Assessments.  

During handwriting lessons we are practising the correct formation of letters and how to 

join them by adding approach and exit strokes.  Once children are competent with this 

they are improving their joining fluency by copying poems into their handwriting books. 

Please refer to the handwriting pages of your child’s planner where you will find guidance 

over how we form and join letters.  

Spelling is taught at the beginning of every writing lesson. We practise the words that 

they will be tested on the following Monday. In Year 2 there is a set list of ‘Common 

exception words’ that they need to be able to spell and also a set of phonic sounds that 

they are expected to spell accurately in words. Please see the final page of this letter for 

more information. 

Mathematics 

Whilst some of our Maths lessons are linked to our topic, most are based on the National 

Curriculum for Mathematics scheme of work. The children have been working in class 

groups for the first time this academic year. Their attainment is reviewed regularly and 

children are set appropriate challenges accordingly. 

If you would like to know more about the schemes of work please click on this link: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-mathematics-

programmes-of-study 

You can support your child in Maths by helping them with their Maths targets at home. 

These will be checked by staff once a fortnight. 

Booster/Feedback time! 

The Year 2 Maths curriculum is particularly challenging and we are using the first 20 

minutes of the afternoon to support any children who have found the mornings work 

challenging. Any children who have confidently grasped the concepts of the morning’s work 

will be challenged during this time too. 

Science 

We are learning about humans; focusing on how we change as we age, and healthy eating 

and exercise. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-mathematics-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-mathematics-programmes-of-study


Computing 

We teach the children about internet safety. You can find out more about this on our 

website.  

We will be practising data handling skills using IT packages and using devices to record and 

play sound.  

 Geography 

Using Infant Atlases we will look at the Earth from space, looking at the areas of land and 

sea. We will then locate continents and oceans. You could support your child in this by 

sharing any kinds of maps that you use at home. You could locate countries that you have 

visited as a family on the world map that is in the back of your child’s planner. 

History 

We will be finding out about astronauts including Neil Armstrong and Tim Peake. 

RE 

We will then be learning to understand the special relationship between Jews and God and 

the promises they make to each other. 

Art/ DT 

In Art we will be to designing our own planets and making 3D rockets. In DT we will be 

designing and making healthy pizzas. 

Music 

This is taught by Mrs Brown, our music specialist. Each class has a music lesson once a 

week as well as learning new songs in our weekly singing assembly.  

PE 

During outside PE sessions we will be practising our hockey skills. Children need to have a 

pair of tracksuit bottoms, as we will be going out in all weathers! Please make sure their PE 

shoes are the right size for them. 

During our indoor PE lessons we will be working on gymnastics. We will be practising 

different ways of travelling through jumping on the floor and on apparatus. Then we will 

link movements together into sequences that we will perform and evaluate. 

 

 



Group Challenge! 

 

This is an activity that we include in a variety of lessons to encourage 

important skills such as collaboration, sharing and good speaking and 

listening. The children work towards a common goal in a pair or small 

group. They will be praised for their attitudes as much as for the end result. 

 

Growth Mindset  

We want your child to have a positive attitude 

towards learning and to be a brave and resilient 

learner. We are praising children for trying hard 

and showing them that they can learn from their 

mistakes and become more confident. Each Friday 

we will choose children from each class to be in the 

Golden Good Book for showing excellent attitudes 

towards learning. 
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Spelling Information 

 

These are ‘Common exception words’ that we practise in Year 1 and Year 2. It is a 

Government expectation that Year 2 children will be able to spell all of these by the end 

of Year 2. 

Phonics for spelling 

The children are expected to be able to choose the correct phonic sounds to spell with. 

For example choosing the correct ‘or’ sound from- or, aw, oor, ore, au when spelling poor 

and the correct ‘ee’ sound from ee, ea,ie, e-e when spelling please. We work on this in class 

and they are also part of the spellings that come home.  

Other spelling expectations are here, written as ‘I can’ statements- 

      

I can show plurals by adding 's' or 'es'. 

I can segment spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes, 

 spelling many correctly. 

I am learning new ways of spelling phonemes for which one or more spellings are already 

 known, and learn some words with each spelling, including a few common homophones. 

I can segment spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes, spelling  

many correctly.  

I am learning new ways of spelling phonemes for which one or more spellings are already  

known, and learn some words with each spelling, including a few common homophones. 

I can spell words with contracted forms (can’t, didn’t). 



I can use the possessive apostrophe (singular), for example: the girl’s book. 

I can distinguish between homophones and near-homophones. 

  

I can add suffixes 

add suffixes to 

spell longer 

words, including 

–ment, –ness, –

ful, –less, –ly 

Adding -ies to 

nouns and verbs 

ending in –y 

Adding –ed,-ing,-

est to root 

words ending in –

y with a 

consonant 

before it 

Adding –ed,-,-est,-

er and -y words 

ending in –e with a 

consonant before 

it 

Adding –ing, –ed, 

–er, –est and –y 

to words of one 

syllable ending in 

a single 

consonant letter 

after a single 

vowel letter 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


