
Dear Parents and Carers,  

As promised, here is the first newsletter for our ‘Virtual School’!  

Thank you for the wonderful support that you have given us over the last week or so. This has been so 
much appreciated by all the staff team. Apologies for not getting a newsletter to you sooner, but I hope 
you received the email from me on 23rd March. Hopefully we can keep this newsletter going for 
everyone. 

I hope that this finds you all keeping safe and well in this extraordinary time. I also hope that you and 
your children are able to make the most of some of this special family time, doing and learning new 
things that they might not otherwise have done with you. The staff and I have been in awe of the many 
ways that you have innovated and risen to the challenge of home 
schooling. It is much tougher to teach your child at home, and don’t 
be hard on yourselves if there are times when it really does not 
seem to work: take time out to do something different instead.  

Despite all the uncertainty that we are all facing, your children will 
always remember what you did for them and how you helped them 
through this. Although we have provided home learning activities for 
you, the best thing that your child can learn from you at this time is 
resilience and ways of coping with adversity. We are here to support 
you and the children and to find a way through this together. If you 
are experiencing difficulties, please contact us and we will do our 
best to help. I am sure that, whatever the next few months bring, this 
shared experience will help us all grow stronger and our school 
community will be even greater than before. Look after yourselves 
as well as your children, and stay safe at home where you can. We 
will keep in touch with you all. 

Kind regards,  

Mrs Amanda Turner, Headteacher  
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admin@shinfield.wokingham.sch.uk  
              School office telephone: 0118 988 3389   

www.shinfieldschools.co.uk  

The Circle Trust  

After three years of planning and preparation, on Wednesday 1st April Shinfield In-
fant and Nursery School will be converting to an academy as part of The Circle 
Trust. The Circle Trust is committed to improving outcomes for every child, which is 
very much in line with our aim of ’Everyone shining in their own field’. We will con-
tinue to work as closely as we have always done with our linked Junior School Shin-
field St Marys, and with other schools in the Wokingham area. We look forward to 
this exciting new chapter in the history and life of the school. In school on Wednes-
day, we will have a day of Circle Activities. If you are at home, why not send us pho-

tos of some things that you have created using circles?! We will put them in next week’s newsletter. 

Home Learning Page on the school website 

If you have not accessed this already, here is the link: 

http://www.shinfieldschools.co.uk/information-for/information/home-learning/ 
 

For parents who may be on the Year Group Facebook Pages, there are also some activities that have 
been shared from the home learning pages. If you would like to find out more about the Facebook pages 

please email your child’s class teacher or the school office (address above) for details or to ask any 
questions about your child’s learning at home.  

We will also be making a phone call to each family staying at home over the next few weeks. The class 
teachers would like to have a chat with each child in their class! 

http://www.shinfieldschools.co.uk/information-for/information/home-learning/


GOLDEN GOOD BOOK  
Friday 20th March 

Teacher’s own comments 
 

Birch Class - Mrs Foldvari: 

Henry and Shea for their positivity  

 

Maple Class - Miss Cresswell and Mrs Roedel  

Lottie and Brody for excellent effort and attitude 

 

Willow Class - Mrs Lowes 

David and Elliott for amazing team work on a chair      
construction project 

 

Apple Class - Mrs Lawn and Mrs McDonald: 

Emily for always being positive and for fantastic effort 

Florence for amazing listening and concentration 

 

Cherry Class - Mrs Lauchlan and Miss Anderson: 

Poppy and Jessica for their kindness to others 

 

Plum Class - Mrs Linkens: 

Marty and Summer for being cheerful and helpful 

 

Ash Class - Mrs Massey and Mrs Belas: 

Ava and Ben for their kindness and positivity 

 

Elm Class - Mrs Devos and Miss Hulme: 

Evie and Alfie for their positivity and kindness 

 

Oak Class - Mrs McDonald and Mrs Feeney: 

Ahmed and Emilie for their positivity and hard work 

Well done children! 

Happy Birthday!  23rd-30th March 

We will be sharing a new way of celebrating children's 
birthdays—look out for this in future!  

Happy Birthday to Brenton, Ashanti, Isaac and       
Jocelyn, Louis, Amani, Reeyansh and James!  

Each week in school, we are looking after a small 
group of children, many of whose parents work to 
look after vulnerable or sick people. These children 
are what we call the ‘Come To School Champions’ 
while their friends are the ‘Stay at Home Super-
heroes’. All of the children have been so well be-
haved at school too and are missing their other 
friends! We will be sharing what they have been up 
to in the newsletter and you can also see what 

some children and staff have been doing at home.  

Each week we have a different small team of staff 
in school; A to E.  Last week it was the A team and 
this week it will be Team B! At home, the staff are 
working on different things, and as the school will 
be open during the Easter holidays, we will be tak-
ing our two week holidays at different times so that 

all staff can have a break.  

Huge thanks to all the staff who are coming in to 
school and to those who are working or teaching 
from home. We achieved this transformation in 
practice in less than 24 hours and I am so proud of 
the team for rising to the challenge of this unimagi-
nable task.  It has been lovely to see the positive 
feedback from parents and carers about the help 

that the staff have given them. Thank you so much!  

Planner Cover Competition for F2 and Year 1 

Every year, we ask children to help design the new planner cover for next year. If your child would like to 
take part, all they need to do is draw an interesting picture of anything to do with our school. The bright-
er and more colourful the design is and the more detail there is in it, the more interesting a planner cov-
er it will be. Designs should just be pictorial, with no writing. The size should be A5, labelled on the back 
lightly in pencil with your child’s name. Please deliver entries through the old school letterbox (behind 
where Mrs Turner is standing in the above photo) or post them to school to arrive by Friday 24th April. 
The winning F2 design will go on next year’s F2 planner and the winning Year 1 design will go on next 

Year’s KS1 planner (for Year 1 and 2).  

Special mention for Miss Lucy Hirst  

At the end of this week, we say goodbye to Miss Lucy Hirst, who is leaving us to take up a new post at a 
school in Bracknell. Lucy came to this school many years ago. She was in the first After School Club 
that was set up by her Mum Helen with Hazel Browne. Lucy has worked in the ASC and then with us as 
a teaching assistant and lunch controller. She has been a great asset to our school team and the chil-
dren and staff will miss her. Thank you so much for all you have done for us and Blossom group Lucy! 
Good luck with your new role! We hope you can come to our ‘Back to School Celebration’ so that we can 

all see you for a proper thank you and goodbye! Love from all at Shinfield Infant and Nursery School xx 



Picture News 

Story: How people are keeping their spirits up in 

changing times! 

 

Question: Can you think of ways to remain posi-
tive during difficult times? Please also see the at-

tached questions to talk about with your child. 

 

Virtual Assembly – Found on the Picture News 
Facebook page and their Vimeo page vimeo. com/

channels/picturenews   

Nursery Corner 

Thank you to everyone for doing the best they can in tricky times! Please 
keep sending photos of your home learning. It’s lovely to see the children 
happy and engaged. We miss you all very much. Nemo the fish is safe at 
my house as are the snails. Keep in touch on via email and the Facebook 
page.  
Nursery places for September 2020 will be confirmed by email on 1st April. 

 
Stay safe and well.  
 
Mrs Ayres and the 
Nursery team 
 
 

Sunflowers and  

Rainbows  
The children who were in school 
planted sunflowers and chalked 
sunflowers on the playground. 
They made sunflower pictures 
and rainbows for the residents at 
Shinfield View, and for the doors 
and gates of the school. We were 
delighted to receive some photos 
from Shinfield View residents!  

 

 



Open letter  

Please see attached open letter from Vicky Ford, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Children 
and Families. This is primarily for parents of children with special educational needs - we have been 
asked to pass this on by Wokingham Borough Council Children’s Services. 

                                                               

Usborne Book Sale 

 

Many thanks to Beth Deverill for her hard work 
in running the Usborne Book Sale for us. Due to 
the generosity of parents and carers buying books 
for their children,  

we were able to get to £600 worth of book sales, 
which is fantastic!  As a result, Beth was able to 
order £360 worth of free books for the school and 
they were delivered to the office just before the 
school closed. We will make sure these are all out 
for the children to enjoy when they come back to 
school. Thankyou very much Beth! 

 

F2 Home Learning  

Boris Bunny had a lovely weekend. On Saturday he 
baked a cake.. he weighed all of the ingredients and 
mixed the mixture, and had a lick of the spoon! The 
cake was absolutely delicious. He then had fun mak-
ing a den in the lounge. It was so cozy! On Sunday 
he made a tower out of Lego. He used 13 bricks.. 
could you make a tower using even more bricks? 
What’s the tallest tower you can make? 

 

Maple Monkey enjoyed the sun-
shine on Saturday and played 
football in the garden. Did you 
know Maple was such an amazing 
goal keeper! He also did 3 keepy 
uppies. Can you do any? He then 
enjoyed his favourite food in the 
sunshine... ice cream!!! On Sun-
day he did some junk modelling 
and helped make a castle. 

 

 

Hilary and George also 
enjoyed the sunshine on 
the weekend. They prac-

tised their phonics and 
said all of the sounds 
aloud. Can you tell 
someone in your house 
the sounds you know? 
On Sunday they snug-
gled up on the sofa and 
read a lovely story to-
gether. What’s your fa-
vourite story? 

 


