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                         4th June 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

 

We are delighted that you and your child are joining us here at Shinfield Infant School in September 2020.  

On behalf of the staff and Local Advisors, it gives us great pleasure to welcome you and your family to our 

school.  To those of you who are returning with a younger sibling, welcome back! 

 

It is a very exciting time to join us, as we have recently become an academy school that is part of The 

Circle Trust. Ordinarily, we would be writing to invite you to a number of events and meetings.  However, 

due to the current circumstances of the COVID-19 pandemic, this is not possible.  We find ourselves in an 

unprecedented set of circumstances and anticipate the possible anxiety your family may feel about your 

child’s transition to F2 but we hope this letter will go some way to ease your concerns. 

 

We will be talking to all pre-school and nursery settings, as we always do. This is to find out more 

information about your child and his or her progress in learning.  We will also be asking you directly to 

find out about your child’s preferences; the things they particularly enjoy, find difficult and so on.  These 

conversations usually take place within the context of our stay and play visit to school in September. There 

will also be an information gathering booklet for you and your child to complete entitled ‘All About Me’ 

which will be issued at the New Parents Meeting in July.  Until then, the links below have some useful 

resources to support you at home with transition: 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/collections/starting-primary-school/1  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrynnrd  

 

EYFS 

 

You and your child join us in the latter stages of the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum.  

Foundation Stage 2 (F2) is all about your child learning through play.  Your child will spend most of their 

day in school accessing the continuous provision, following their own interests both indoors and outdoors.  

The areas within the classroom will be set up by adults who have taken into account your child’s interests 

and next steps.  The children will access these areas with support and guidance from teaching staff. 

 

During the day, your child will take part in adult led activities, focused around Communication and 

Language, Phonics and Maths.  Although adult led, these will be fun and engaging sessions, planned with 

the children’s interests and needs in mind. 

 

There are ample opportunities throughout the year for outdoor play in our fabulous garden as we believe 

this is vital for children’s development. 
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Within the F2 website page, you will find a link to view the parents’ guide to the EYFS.  This document 

directly links to the document used at school when observing and planning activities to support your child.  

The document is based around age bands.  We would initially be working with age bands 30-50 months 

and 40-60 months. 

 

Learning Journey 

 

At Shinfield Infant School, we use an online learning journal called ‘2Simple’ to record your children’s 

learning in F2.  In September, you will be given access to your child’s journal via a username and 

password.  This will allow you to see any photos that have been taken of your child at school, and read any 

observations that the team have made of them.  

 

Next Steps 

 

A New Starter Pack will be sent to you by post shortly.  Please complete and return all documents to the 

office as soon as possible. This will help us to ensure you and your child have everything you need to 

guarantee a smooth start here at Shinfield Infant School. 

 

There will be details of a New Parents Meeting issued shortly. These will hopefully be held in the week 

commencing 6th of July.  There will be five of these sessions, which will take place in our school hall. 

Please make every effort to attend one of them.  At these sessions you will receive details on which class 

your child will be in and be able to meet your child’s new teacher. You will also receive further 

information on ‘Stay and Play’ sessions for you to attend with your child in early September, along with 

your child’s start date.  We will send you further information on these in due course. 

 

You may also follow and keep in touch with developments through our F2 Facebook group, which can be 

found under the name ‘Shinfield Infants New Starters September 2020.’ 

 

Please be assured that we fully understand how worried you might be about your child’s induction after a 

period of lockdown. The most important thing at this time is that you and your child are well and happy as 

possible; we will be ready to resume learning quickly and positively once this is all over.  Please be assured 

that we are committed to working through this challenging time together.  Every single child in the country 

that will start school in September 2020 will be in the same position as yours.  Our promise to you is that 

we will continue to work in partnership with you to ensure your child’s start to school is both as exciting 

and positive as we can collectively make it. 

 

We hope the above has been helpful and look forward to meeting you all very soon, as soon as it is safe to 

do so.   Wishing you and your family continued health and happiness. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

       
 

Mrs Amanda Turner              Mrs Zoe Foldvari 

Head Teacher                          Foundation Stage Lead 


