
AUTUMN TERM 1 

YEAR 2 

We have been pleasantly surprised with how resilient and keen to learn the children are 

following so many months of disruption to their schooling. It is clear that many of them have 

kept their learning going throughout the lockdown period and we’d like to thank all the parents 

and guardians for their hard work in this. 

As well as teaching new material, we have been assessing and looking at where gaps are in 

children’s learning and adapting our teaching to meet these needs. 

 

What we have been learning this term 

 

MATHS 

 We have been using the White Rose Maths framework to consolidate Year 1 learning 

and begin the Year 2 curriculum. We have begun with Place Value and have used 

numicon, number lines, tens frames, base ten equipment, bar models, place value 

charts and part/whole models to represent numbers. Currently we are looking at 

addition and subtraction and using learnt number bonds, as well as the different ways 

we have learnt to represent numbers, to help us find solutions to addition and 

subtraction problems. We have also learned how to use and apply the symbols for 

greater than, less than and equal to. (Please refer to the additional Maths 

information sheet shows which explains is meant by the above terms.) 

 

Many children are working well on the Year 2 curriculum and grasping new concepts. 

Some children have some gaps in their understanding or still need additional 

consolidation with the Year 1 curriculum in order to gain confidence, before being 

introduced to more advanced concepts. For this reason, after half term, we will be 

grouping the Year 2 children according to their needs and teaching at their pace. We 

will let you know at parents evening which teacher your child will be having for 

Maths. 

WRITING  

 We have used our ‘Famous Faces’ topic to write fact sheets about some of the 

different people we have learnt about. This has enabled us to recap the “Writing 

Superheroes” that help the children to remember to use capital letters, full stops and 

spaces between words, as well as use more adventurous vocabulary. We have also 

introduced the children to writing in paragraphs and begun to introduce different word 

types such as nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs. 

 Handwriting is still an important focus and we are regularly practising letter 

formation. Many children are beginning to learn how to join letters correctly and are 

starting to apply this skill in their day-to-day writing. Please look on the purple pages 

in the back of your child’s planner to see how letters are formed and joined, and 

encourage your child to use this when writing at home. 



 Spelling is also an important focus. The children should know how to spell all the 

Year 1 and Year 2 common exception words by the end of the academic year; these 

are attached for your reference. We are practising these regularly alongside our 

handwriting. In addition, after half term, we will be introducing “Spelling Zappers” 

which allows children to practise and master spellings at their own pace. 

PHONICS 

 You will know that the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check was postponed in June. It is 

still a requirement that children take the Screening Check sometime during the second 

half of the Autumn term. We will be doing this from Monday 23rd November. To help 

the children prepare for this, we are teaching and revising the phonics sounds and 

practising “dotting and dashing” and reading words. Those children who are confident 

with reading all the sounds and associated words are working on using the correct 

phonics to spell. 

 

 

TOPIC WORK 

Our topic this half term was “Famous Faces”. We have enjoyed learning about a variety of 

people including scientists, artists, explorers, authors and sporting champions. We have 

linked our Science, Art, History and Geography learning to this, learning ways of grouping 

animals, experimenting with different design ideas, linking historical events and learning 

about continents and oceans. In PE we have been working on our throwing and catching 

skills and dance. In RE we have been focussing on the theme of kindness through learning 

about events recorded in the Bible linked to Jesus’ teachings and actions. In Computing we 

have been developing our coding skills. In Music we have been exploring duration (length of 

notes) and patterns of sound linked to this. Next half term we will be building on this and 

finding out more about tempo. 

Our topic next half term will be ‘Blast Off’ where we will be learning about space, the solar 

system and space travel. We will be linking much of our topic work to this theme. Later in 

the term we will be turning our attention to Christmas! 

 


