
Dear Parents and Carers,  

We have had a really busy week in school. We know that when the children come home to 
you they are tired and probably don’t tell you much about their days but as I have visited 
classrooms this week I have seen lots of happy faces and busy workers.  We will be able to 
share lots of information with you at the Parent’s evenings before half term.  For Years 1 
and 2 this was the children’s first full week of normal lessons, they may be tired! 

It is so lovely to see you all when I’m on the gate in the morning. My ambition is to learn all 
the children’s names throughout the school.  Please encourage your child to introduce 
themselves to me as they walk into school. Thank you! 

We hope you have a lovely weekend, 

Mrs Nicky Lauchlan 

Headteacher 
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                           PE kits 

Thank you for helping us to smarten up our PE days!  

Just to recap, on their PE day you child should wear- 

A red T shirt, navy blue shorts, leggings or tracksuit bottoms, a 
school sweatshirt or cardigan. 

They can wear trainers or plimsolls. Please make sure that if they 
have shoes with laces they can do them up themselves. Thank you! 

,  

                         Cake sales 

We have attached our dates for this term.  We really hope that events 
will be able to go ahead but they are of course dependent on Covid re-

strictions.  As we open up a bit I’d like to explain how some of our events 
run. 

Class cake sales – these are a fantastic way for us to raise money for our classes that will 
be spent on improving resources within your child’s classroom. We hope that each class will 
have a cake sale this year.  We ask parents from that class to provide us with cakes to sell. 
They can be homemade or shop bought.  We then set up a stall on the playground so that all 

families can buy cakes when they collect their children at the end of the day.  We are 
starting with the Year 2 classes.  If you are able to support your class by helping on the 

stall at the end of the day please let your child’s class teacher know.  

Our first class cake sale is next Thursday – Ash class! 

 

School tours for parents of F2 children 

We are now able to offer tours of our school again to prospective parents. We realise that 
our new F2 families had to choose their child’s school by looking at videos and photos and 
so we would like to offer them the chance to have a tour. 

More details will follow next week.  



Friends of Shinfield Fundraising 
 

Despite not being able to hold many fundraising events last year our PTA, the Friends of 
Shinfield manage to raise an impressive amount of money for us.  This enabled us to buy 
lots of fantastic resources which have improved the education provision for your children.  

 
Last year we spent the money on; 
 
 Updating a Year 2 Interactive Whiteboard 
 New ipads for staff to use in the classrooms  
 A large amount of high quality story books that are being used in every year group 
 The children’s planners 
 
This year we are raising money to improve all the other Interactive whiteboards in the 
school.  They are an invaluable teaching resource and make a big difference to what we can 
do with your children.  

 

Packed lunches 

We attached a guidance sheet about packed lunches to last week’s newsletter.  It may have 
caused some confusion. Simple guidelines for a balanced packed lunch are; 

 A sandwich, wrap, pasta pot or rice pot 

 A piece of fruit or vegetable sticks 

 A yoghurt 

 A biscuit bar or small cake 

 A bag of crisps 

Please don’t include food items that contain nuts  

(this includes some popular sandwich fillings such as chocolate spreads, peanut butter etc) 

as we have children in school who have allergies. 

Please don’t include chocolate bars or sweets. 

Spotlight on Year 2 
 

Year 2 have started their ‘Dinosaur’ topic work. 

They have been excited about discovering mystery eggs and hatching their own dinosaurs. 

 

 

 



GOLDEN GOOD BOOK  

It is the first week this week for our F2 children to join in with our Golden Good 
Book Celebrations!  Children recognised as championing our weekly goal will have their 
names entered into the Golden Good Book, receive a sticker, alongside a drink and a 

biscuit with Mrs Lauchlan on a Friday afternoon.  

This week our goal has been: 

Trying to make our school community a better place 

 

Birch Class: Keomi and Siana 

Maple Class: Ari and Emilia 

Willow Class: Jessica and James 

Apple Class: Renela and Harry 

Cherry Class: Ashrith and Edward 

Plum Class: Oliver V and Nivaan 

Ash Class: Mati and Chinaza 

Elm Class: Shay and Archie  

Oak Class: Theo and Julia 

 

                                         Reading Award  
 

                     It’s a new school year and so our Reading Award is back!                           

This will start on Monday 27th September for Years 1 and 2 only.  

F2 will begin the Reading Awards in January 2022.     
 

This half term the children are working to earn a frog badge.  We have the Reading badges 
each half term because we have found that it makes a real difference to their progress if 
they read regularly each week.  In addition, we want all children to develop a love of read-
ing because it’s so important for learning across the whole curriculum. 

 

We would like every child to read at least 20 times between Monday 27th September and 
Thursday 21st October, which averages out at five reads a week.  We count up to two 
reads a day so there is always an opportunity to catch up if you miss a day. 

 

Any of these things could be counted as a read: 

 

 5-10 minutes reading part or all of a school reading book 
 Practising the coloured words that they don’t already know, which are in the back of 

their reading diaries 
 Reading from a library book or other book you have at home 
 More advanced readers (white books & above) may read to themselves and then an-

swer questions about what they have read 
 Sharing a book with someone else where they read alternate pages/passages (we do 

not count having a story read to a child as a read). 

 

Staff will count up the reads regularly and mark them with purple pen. We regret that we 
cannot backdate our counting so please make sure you write in whenever your child 
reads to you.  

Please contact your child’s teacher if you have any further questions about the Reading 
Awards. It would be great if every child was able to be awarded a badge in our special 
Reading Badge Assembly.  Thank you for your support 


