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The effect of the pandemic on the Year 2s

• 2 ‘broken’ years of education in F2 and Year 1

• A disrupted Autumn term in Year 2

• Gaps in knowledge, especially in maths and spelling

• Balancing the need for catch up teaching with the entitlement to a 
full curriculum

• Being mindful of cognitive overload, children need to catch up and 
keep up.



How we are supporting your children? 

• Teaching to fill the gaps

• Maths ability groups

• More TA support 

• Sharpen monitoring to identify and pinpoint gaps

• Intervention and support groups for children who aren’t working at 
EXP



End of Year 2 expectations 

• Unchanged

• All Year 2 children in England will take KS1 SATs in May. There will be 
an English and Maths assessment.

• The purpose of the SATS is to assess the children’s understanding of 
all taught knowledge from that Key Stage.

• At the end of Year 2, your child will be judged as emerging, expected 
or Greater Depth in reading, writing and maths.

• These judgements are based on teacher assessments which draw 
together everything we know about your child together, including 
class work, SATs test scores, and work from across the curriculum. 



Reading 

• The reading test for Year 2 pupils is made up of two separate papers:

• Paper 1 consists of a selection of texts totalling 400 to 700 words, 
with questions interspersed

• Paper 2 comprises a reading booklet of a selection of passages 
totalling 800 to 1100 words. Children will write their answers in a 
separate booklet

• Each paper is worth 50 per cent of the marks. The texts in the 
reading papers cover a range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry, and 
get progressively more difficult towards the end of the test.



What does the expected standard look like?

Approximately 90 words per minute is a good indicator of when 
children start to read with sufficient fluency to focus on their 
understanding.



What questions does the paper ask?

• There are a variety of question types:

• Multiple choice
• Ranking / ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below to show in which order 

they happened in the story’
• Matching, e.g. ‘Match the character to the job that they do in the story’
• Labelling, e.g. ‘Label the text to show the title’
• Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that shows what the weather 

was like in the story’
• Short answer, e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’
• Open-ended answer, e.g. ‘Why did Lucy write the letter to her 

grandmother? Give two reasons’







How can I help support my child with reading?
• Daily reading – fluency and stamina are so important. The more they read the 

more fluent they will become. They will need sufficient reading stamina to sustain 
reading for 20-30 minutes.

• Parents and the home environment are essential to the early teaching of reading 
and fostering a love of reading; children are more likely to continue to be readers 
in homes where books and reading are valued (Clark and Rumbold, 2006)

• Research suggests that children who read for 15 minutes a day can accelerate 
their reading progress.

• Evidence suggests that children who read  every day not only perform better in 
reading tests than those who don’t, but also develop a broader vocabulary, 
increased general knowledge and a better understanding of other cultures.

• Ask questions about their reading. 

• Read to your child and foster that love and enjoyment for reading !



Writing

There is no writing test, 
instead writing levels are 
awarded best on an 
assessment of a number of 
pieces of writing that your 
child has produced in class.

Children need to 
demonstrate all the points 
listed in the expected 
standard to achieve 
expected.



What does the expected standard look like?



How can I help support my child with writing?

• Help them to learn their spellings. Please support your child to read 
and spell all the Year 1 and 2 common exception words. Lists of these 
words along with ideas to help with spelling were sent home before 
the Christmas holidays.

• Get writing – encourage your child to write at home, lists, diaries, 
stories, letters, information sheets, fact files etc. Ask them to check 
for punctuation – have they used full stops and capital letters? 



Maths

• The Key Stage 1 maths test is made up of two papers:

• Paper 1: arithmetic, worth 25 marks and taking around 15 minutes.

• Paper 2: mathematical fluency, problem-solving and reasoning, worth 
35 marks. There are a variety of question types: multiple choice, 
matching, true / false, constrained (e.g. completing a chart or table; 
drawing a shape) and less constrained (e.g. where children have to 
show or explain their method).

• Children are not allowed to use any tools such as counters or number 
lines.



What does the expected standard look like?



Paper 1 - Arithmetic



Paper 2 – reasoning 



How can I support my child with maths?

• Work on your child’s maths targets with them. Children in Year 2 
should now be working on target 8 or above if they are to achieve the 
expected standard at the end of Year 2. 

• Daily fluency questions – these can be quick fire questions e.g 53+6

• Help your child to learn and recall number bonds to 10, 20 and 100.

• Learn the 2, 5 and 10xtable.

• Rehearse number writing – make sure the digits are formed correctly 
and the right way around ! 



What else can I do?

• Make sure you read your child’s termly report prior to parents 
evening. This will help you to understand if your child is on track to 
achieve the expected standard at the end or Year 2.
Use this report to discuss your child’s next steps and how you can 
help.

• Support your child to make the best progress they can.

• Whilst we do want children to achieve the expected standard, we also 
want to celebrate the progress they make. Attainment  and progress 
are two different things. 





Publications can be useful !

• Publications to support your child:
Collins Year 2 English, Maths and Reading Comprehension
CPG publica



What if they don’t achieve the ‘Expected’ 
standard in May?
• Continue to support the children

• Transition to the Junior school

• Celebrate the progress they have made


