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Introduction
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is how the Government and early years professionals describe the time in your child’s life
between birth and age 5.
This is a very important stage as it helps your child get ready for school as well as preparing them for their future learning
and successes. From when your child is born up until the age of 5, their early years’ experience should be happy, active,
exciting, fun and secure; and support their development, care and learning needs.

The EYFS sets the standards that schools must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and
safe. It promotes teaching and learning to ensure ‘school readiness’ and gives children the broad range of knowledge and
skills that provide the right foundation for good progress through school and life.

The children are given opportunities to play and explore, to investigate and experience things and to ‘have a go’. They are
active and develop their own ideas. They are all unique and will have different interests and abilities.

At Shinfield Infant and Nursery School, we use the Development Matters and Birth to Five guidance to support the learning
and teaching that takes place within our Reception and Nursery classrooms. Within our setting, we plan activities within the
seven areas of learning:

• Communication and Language
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development
• Physical Development
• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Understanding the World
• Expressive Art and Design



Introduction - Key Features of Effective Practice
The Development Matters guidance proposes seven key features of effective practice within Early Years:

1. The best for every 
child

•All children deserve to 
have an equal chance of 
success.

•High-quality early 
education is good for all 
children. It is especially 
important for children 
from disadvantaged 
backgrounds.

•When they start school, 
children from 
disadvantaged 
backgrounds are, on 
average, 4 
months[footnote 1] behind 
their peers. We need to 
do more to narrow that 
gap.

•Children who have lived 
through difficult 
experiences can begin 
to grow stronger when 
they experience high-
quality early education 
and care.

•High-quality early 
education and care is 
inclusive. Children’s 
special educational 
needs and disabilities 
(SEND) are identified 
quickly. All children 
promptly receive any 
extra help they need, so 
they can progress well 
in their learning.

2. High-quality care

•The child’s experience 
must always be central 
to the thinking of every 
practitioner.

•Babies, toddlers and 
young children thrive 
when they are loved 
and well cared for.

•High-quality care is 
consistent. Every 
practitioner needs to 
enjoy spending time 
with young children.

•Effective practitioners 
are responsive to 
children and babies. 
They notice when a 
baby looks towards 
them and gurgles and 
respond with pleasure.

•Practitioners 
understand that 
toddlers are learning to 
be independent, so they 
will sometimes get 
frustrated.

•Practitioners know that 
starting school, and all 
the other transitions in 
the early years, are big 
steps for small children.

3. The curriculum

•The curriculum is a top-
level plan of everything 
the early years setting 
wants the children to 
learn.

•Planning to help every 
child to develop their 
language is vital.

•The curriculum needs to 
be ambitious. Careful 
sequencing will help 
children to build their 
learning over time.

•Young children’s 
learning is often driven 
by their interests. Plans 
need to be flexible.

•Babies and young 
children do not develop 
in a fixed way. Their 
development is like a 
spider’s web with many 
strands, not a straight 
line.

•Depth in early learning 
is much more important 
than covering lots of 
things in a superficial 
way.

4. Pedagogy

•Children are powerful 
learners. Every child can 
make progress in their 
learning, with the right 
help.

•Effective pedagogy is a 
mix of different 
approaches. Children 
learn through play, by 
adults modelling, by 
observing each other, 
and through guided 
learning and direct 
teaching.

•Practitioners carefully 
organise enabling 
environments for high-
quality play. Sometimes, 
they make time and 
space available for 
children to invent their 
own play. Sometimes, 
they join in to 
sensitively support and 
extend children’s 
learning.

•Children in the early 
years also learn through 
group work, when 
practitioners guide their 
learning.

•Older children need 
more of this guided 
learning.

•A well-planned learning 
environment, indoors 
and outside, is an 
important aspect of 
pedagogy.

5. Assessment

•Assessment is about 
noticing what children 
can do and what they 
know. It is not about 
lots of data and 
evidence.

•Effective assessment 
requires practitioners to 
understand child 
development. 
Practitioners also need 
to be clear about what 
they want children to 
know and be able to do.

•Accurate assessment 
can highlight whether a 
child has a special 
educational need and 
needs extra help.

•Before assessing 
children, it’s a good idea 
to think about whether 
the assessments will be 
useful.

•Assessment should not 
take practitioners away 
from the children for 
long periods of time.

6. Self-Regulation

•Executive function 
includes the child’s 
ability to:

•hold information in 
mind

•focus their attention

•think flexibly

•inhibit impulsive 
behaviour

•These abilities 
contribute to the child’s 
growing ability to self-
regulate:

•concentrate their 
thinking

•plan what to do next

•monitor what they are 
doing and adapt

•regulate strong feelings

•be patient for what they 
want

•bounce back when 
things get difficult.

•Language development 
is central to self-
regulation: children use 
language to guide their 
actions and plans.

•Pretend play gives many 
opportunities for 
children to focus their 
thinking, persist and 
plan ahead.

7. Partnership with 
parents

•It is important for 
parents and early years 
settings to have a strong 
and respectful 
partnership. This sets 
the scene for children to 
thrive in the early years.

•This includes listening 
regularly to parents and 
giving parents clear 
information about their 
children’s progress.

•The help that parents 
give their children at 
home has a very 
significant impact on 
their learning.

•Some children get much 
less support for their 
learning at home than 
others. By knowing and 
understanding all the 
children and their 
families, settings can 
offer extra help to those 
who need it most.

•It is important to 
encourage all parents to 
chat, play and read with 
their children.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/development-matters--2/development-matters#fn:1


Introduction - Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning

In planning and guiding what our children learn, we continually reflect on the different rates at which 
children are developing and adjust their practice appropriately.  Throughout this monitoring, we continually 
refer to an plan opportunities for children to develop the three characteristics of effective teaching and 
learning:

• playing and exploring – children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’
• active learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy 

achievements
• creating and thinking critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, 

and develop strategies for doing things

Playing and Exploring – we will support children with learning to:

• realise that their actions have an effect on the world, so they want to keep repeating them

• plan and think ahead about how they will explore or play with objects

• guide their own thinking and actions by referring to visual aids or by talking to themselves while playing, for 
example, a child doing a jigsaw might whisper under their breath: “Where does that one go? – I need to find 
the big horse next.”

• make independent choices

• bring their own interests and fascinations into our classroom- this helps them to develop their learning

• respond to new experiences that we offer them



Introduction - Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning

Active Learning– we will support children with learning to:
• participate in routines, such as taking the register or getting ready for home time

• begin to predict sequences because they know routines, for example, they may anticipate lunch when they see the table is 
set, or get their coat when the door to the outdoor area opens

• begin to correct their mistakes themselves, for example, instead of using increasing force to push a puzzle piece into the 
slot, they try another piece to see if it will fit

• keep on trying when things are difficult

Creating and Thinking Critically – we will support children with learning to:

• Take part in simple pretend play, for example, they might use an object like a brush to pretend to brush their hair, or 
‘drink’ from a pretend cup

• sort materials, for example, at tidy-up time, children know how to put different construction materials in separate baskets

• use pretend play to think beyond the ‘here and now’ and to understand another perspective, for example, a child role-
playing the Billy Goats Gruff might suggest that “Maybe the troll is lonely and hungry? That’s why he is fierce.”

• know more, so feel confident about coming up with their own ideas

• make more links between those ideas

• concentrate on achieving something that’s important to them - they are increasingly able to control their attention and 
ignore distractions



At Shinfield Infant and Nursery School we offer a curriculum rich in wonder and memorable experiences. We 

work hard to provide a stimulating environment that provides exciting opportunities, promotes challenge, 

exploration, adventure and a real love of learning.

It is our intent that all children develop physically, verbally, cognitively and emotionally in an environment which 

values all cultures, communities and people. We aim for our children to be confident and independent, to 

believe in themselves and interact positively with others.

We understand that play is an integral part of learning and this is at the heart of our early years curriculum. We 

believe that the correct mix of adult directed and uninterrupted child-initiated play ensures the best outcomes 

for pupils.

Warm and positive relationships between staff and children, consistent routines and strong relationships with 

parents are key.

We recognise the crucial role that early year’s education has to play in providing firm foundations upon which 

the rest of a child’s education is successfully based.

Introduction - EYFS Intent



Introduction - EYFS Implementation

At Shinfield Infant and Nursery School we meet the welfare requirements laid down in the Statutory Framework 
forthe Early Years Foundation Stage and actively safeguard and promote the welfare of all of our children.

We prioritise creating a ‘language rich’ environment through the use of songs, nursery rhymes, stories and 
providing time for quality interactions between adults and between peers. Trained staff ensure that interactions are 
positive and progressive, allowing children to flourish and gather words at pace in order to become confident 
communicators. 

Children are encouraged to become early readers through enjoyment of books and the systematic teaching of 
phonics using the Little Wandle Scheme of Work. The children learn nursery rhymes and develop their 
mathematical thinking through direct teaching and exploration. We want our children to become confident 
mathematicians who can apply what they have learnt to real life experiences.

We have built our school environment to enable our children to strengthen their core muscles through physical play, 
children spend time outdoors in their natural environment in all weathers. They develop through wonderful, 
exploratory, sensory experiences in our mud kitchen, sandpit and taking part in Forest School sessions. Our learning 
environment is adaptable in order to reflect children's interests and progression. The children are supported to 
learn to work together, manage their feelings and ask questions through skilled adult facilitated play. 



The curriculum is taught through topics which are enriched with classroom enhancements, trips and visitors. 
Topics are supported by quality key texts and Writing through the Jane Considine Scheme of Work.  We also 
have NELI trained staff to deliver the NELI intervention to those who require further help, alongside an in 
school Elklan trained professional.  These approaches are chosen carefully to encourage children's speech, 
language and communication development. All planning however, is flexible and responsive to children’s 
needs so plans can be changed and adapted dependent on children’s interests.

We understand the importance of parental engagement and believe that our parents have a crucial role to 
play in their children's education. We work hard to create strong partnerships between home and 
school. Parents receive curriculum news each half term to inform them of what their child is learning each 
half term and to explain how they can support this at home. Parents enjoy using Tapestry to engage in their 
child's learning and share experience from home.  

As part of the learning and teaching process, children are assessed in relation to their progress towards the 
Early Learning Goals. These judgements are made on the basis of accumulative observations and in depth 
knowledge of the children acquired through ongoing assessment and termly data points. These ongoing 
assessments are used to inform planning and next steps in teaching and learning for all children throughout 
the year.

Introduction - EYFS Implementation



EYFS Knowledge Progression - Literacy



EYFS Knowledge Progression - Maths



EYFS Knowledge Progression – Physical Development



EYFS Knowledge Progression – Communication and Language



EYFS Knowledge Progression – Personal, Social and Emotional Development



EYFS Knowledge Progression – Understanding the World



EYFS Knowledge Progression – Expressive Art and Design


