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Music Intent and Implementation

Why do we teach 
music?

What is our curriculum aim?

Music is a universal language that embodies one 
of the highest forms of creativity.  A high-
quality music education should engage and inspire 
pupils to develop a love of music and their talent 
as musicians, and so increase their self-
confidence, creativity and sense of achievement 
as they learn to compose, sing and listen critically 
to music.

The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils: 
▪ understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, 

including through the interrelated dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, 

timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations 
▪ learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own 

and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use 
technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of 
musical excellence 

▪ perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, 
genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and 
musicians 

Singing can be used across the whole curriculum to enrich children’s learning, as well 

as forming part of school assemblies and singing for special occasions. 

We aim to offer a range of additional music activities the children can be involved with 
including, Peripatetic lessons, together with one-off projects such as KS1 assemblies 
and end of term productions. 

Music is integrated into all parts of society and by developing some understanding 
about the impact music has on us, the children will see the purpose and importance of 
music in our everyday lives.



How is Music taught at Shinfield Infant and Nursery School?

• Music at Shinfield Infant and Nursery School is taught by a combination of class teachers, Music specialists and the Music lead in assemblies. In addition to the 
specific music lessons, which are designed to develop skil ls, children will be exposed to a range of diverse music and musical styles as part of their topic 
learning.  Children will also be taught songs to sing, either as part of their collective worship or at other times as directed by their class teacher.

• In Nursery children begin to develop the foundations of Music through exploration and play, moving and dancing, vocalizing and singing  and hearing and listening. 
This is represented  in development matters. This is taught discretely within the continuous provision throughout the day and through some focus activities. This 
continues into F2. 

• KS1 begin formal weekly Music sessions in September and follow an annual plan using the scheme Charanga. Charanga continues through the rest of the school. 
Children with additional needs are provided with appropriate support to enable them to take part and gain confidence in skills, understanding and motivation

• The lessons concentrate on ‘making music’, whether this is using voice, instruments or a combination of both. To develop musical understanding the skills needed 
to perform, l isten critically to music, compose and improvise are taught in an integrated way, as these skil ls work best when they are combined.

• The children are taught to play a range of tuned and untuned percussion instruments during lessons, along with using their voice, with increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression.

• Children across the school are given opportunities to perform to Parents. These are at the following times of the year:

• Nursery- Christmas and Summer Term

• Reception – Christmas Production

• Year 1 – Class assemblies in the Spring Term

• Year 2 – End of Year production in the Summer Term
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Music Content Spine



Music Progression Map – Listening and appraising

• Know 5 songs off by heart. 
• Know what the songs are about. 

• Know and recognise the sound and names of some of the instruments they use.

• Know that music has a steady pulse, like a heartbeat. 
• Know that we can create rhythms from words, our names, favourite food, colours and animals. 
• Learn how they can enjoy moving to music by dancing, marching, being animals or pop stars.

Year 1

• Know five songs off by heart. 
• Know some songs have a chorus or a response/answer part. 
• Know that songs have a musical style. 

• Learn how they can enjoy moving to music by dancing, marching, being animals or pop stars. 

• Learn how songs can tell a story or describe an idea.
• Know that music has a steady pulse, like a heartbeat. 
• Rhythms are different from the steady pulse. 

Year 2

• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs

• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate try to move in time    
with music. 

Early Learning Goal – Expressive Arts 



Music Progression Map – Performing

Playing
• Learn the names of the notes in their instrumental part from memory or when written 

down.

• Learn the names of the instruments they are playing.

• Treat instruments carefully and with respect. 
• Play a tuned instrumental part with the song they perform. 
• Learn to play an instrumental part that matches their musical challenge, using one of 

the differentiated parts (a one-note part, a simple part, medium part). 

• Listen to and follow musical instructions from a leader

Singing
• Learn about voices, singing notes of different pitches (high and low). 
• Learn that they can make different types of sounds with their voices – you can rap or say 

words in rhythm. 

• Learn to start and stop singing when following a leader.

Year 1

Playing 
• Learn the names of the notes in their instrumental part from memory or when 

written down.

• Learn the names of the instruments they are playing. 

• Treat instruments carefully and with respect. 
• Play a tuned instrumental part with the song they perform. 
• Learn to play an instrumental part that matches their musical challenge, using 

one of the differentiated parts (a one-note part, a simple part, medium part).  
Listen to and follow musical instructions from a leader.

Singing
• Confidently sing or rap five songs from memory and sing them in unison. 
• Learn about voices, singing notes of different pitches (high and low). 

• Learn that they can make different types of sounds with their voices – you can 
rap or say words in rhythm. 

•  Learn to start and stop singing when following a leader.

Year 2

• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs

• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate try to move in time    with music. 

Early Learning Goal – Expressive Arts 



Music Progression Map – Composition

• Understand that  composing is like writing a story with music. 
• Know that everyone can compose.
• Help to create a simple melody using one, two or three notes. 

• Learn how the notes of the composition can be written down and changed if necessary.

Year 1

• Understand that composing is like writing a story with music. 
• Know that everyone can compose. 
• Create a simple melody using one, two or three notes. 

• Learn how the notes of the composition can be written down and changed if necessary. 

Year 2

• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs

• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate try to move in time    
with music. 

Early Learning Goal – Expressive Arts 
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