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Music Intent and Implementation

Why do we teach 
music?

What is our curriculum aim?

Music is a universal language that embodies one 
of the highest forms of creativity. A high-
quality music education should engage and inspire 
pupils to develop a love of music and their talent 
as musicians, and so increase their self-
confidence, creativity and sense of achievement 
as they learn to compose, sing and listen critically 
to music.

The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils: 
 understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, 

including through the interrelated dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations 

 learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own 
and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use 
technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of 
musical excellence 

 perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, 
genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and 
musicians 

 Our use of Kapow Primary music scheme is first and foremost to help children to 
feel that they are musical and to develop a life-long love of music. We focus on 
developing the skills, knowledge and understanding that children need to become 
confident performers, composers, and listeners. Our curriculum introduces 
children to music from all around the world and across generations, teaching 
children to respect and appreciate the music of all traditions and communities.



How is Music taught at Shinfield Infant and Nursery School?

• Music at Shinfield Infant and Nursery School is taught by a combination of class teachers and music specialists. In addition to the specific music lessons, which are designed to develop 
skills, children will be exposed to a range of diverse music and musical styles as part of their topic learning. Children will also be taught songs to sing, either as part of their collective 
worship or at other times as directed by their class teacher.

• In Nursery children begin to develop the foundations of Music through exploration and play, moving and dancing, vocalising and singing and hearing and listening. This is represented in 
development matters. This is taught discretely within the continuous provision throughout the day and through some focus activities. This continues into reception where music lessons 
will begin to be taught formally as a whole class using the Kapow Music scheme.

• KS1 will have formal weekly music sessions following an annual plan using the Kapow Music scheme. Any scheme updates will be embedded into the curriculum. Children with additional 
needs are provided with appropriate support to enable them to take part and gain confidence in skills, understanding and motivation.

• Kapow Primary’s Music scheme has been designed as a spiral curriculum with the following key principles in mind: 

• ✓ Cyclical: Pupils return to the same skills and knowledge again and again during their time in primary school.

• ✓ Increasing depth: Each time a skill or area of knowledge is revisited it, is covered with greater depth.

• ✓ Prior knowledge: Upon returning to a skill, prior knowledge is utilised so pupils can build upon previous foundations, rather than starting again.

• Children across the school are given opportunities to perform to Parents. These are at the following times of the year:

• Nursery- Christmas and Summer Term

• Reception – Christmas Production

• Year 1 – Class assemblies in the Spring Term

• Year 2 – End of Year production in the Summer Term
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Music Content Spine

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Pulse and rhythm 
(Theme – All about 
me)

Tempo( Theme -Snail 
and Mouse)

Pitch and Tempo 
(Theme –
Superheroes)

Timbre and Rhythmic 
patterns (Theme –
Fairytales)

Musical Vocabulary 
(Theme – Under the 
sea)

Vocal and Body  
sounds (Theme – by 
the sea)

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

West African call and 
response song.
(Theme – animals)

On this Island:
British songs and 
sounds

Musical me Myths and legends Orchestral 
instruments (Theme-
Traditional stories)

Dynamics, timbre, 
tempo and motifs
(Theme – Space)

Year 2

Reception

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Exploring sound Celebration Music Music and Movement Musical Stories Transport Big band

Year 1



Music Progression Map – Listening 

• Recognising and understanding the difference between pulse and rhythm. 

• Understanding that different types of sounds are called timbres. 

• Recognising basic tempo, dynamic and pitch changes (faster/slower, louder/quieter and higher/lower). 

• Describing the character, mood, or ‘story’ of music they listen to, both verbally and through movement.

• Describing the differences between two pieces of music. 

• Expressing a basic opinion about music (like/dislike).

• Listening to and repeating short, simple rhythmic patterns. 

• Listening and responding to other performers by playing as part of a group.

Year 1

• Recognising timbre changes in music they listen to. 

• Recognising structural features in music they listen to.

• Listening to and recognising instrumentation. 

• Beginning to use musical vocabulary to describe music. 

• Identifying melodies that move in steps.

• Listening to and repeating a short, simple melody by ear. 

• Suggesting improvements to their own and others’ work.

Year 2

• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs

• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate try to move in time    with music. 

Early Learning Goal – Expressive Arts 



Music Progression Map – Performing

• Using their voices expressively to speak and chant. 

• Singing short songs from memory, maintaining the overall shape of the melody and keeping in time. 

• Maintaining the pulse (play on the beat) using hands, and tuned and untuned instruments. 

• Copying back short rhythmic and melodic phrases on percussion instruments. 

• Responding to simple musical instructions such as tempo and dynamic changes as part of a class performance. 

• Performing from graphic notation. 

Year 1

• Using their voices expressively when singing, including the use of basic dynamics (loud and quiet). 

• Singing short songs from memory, with melodic and rhythmic accuracy. 

• Copying longer rhythmic patterns on untuned percussion instruments, keeping a steady pulse.

• Performing expressively using dynamics and timbre to alter sounds as appropriate. 

• Singing back short melodic patterns by ear.

Year 2

• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs

• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate try to move in time with music.

Early Learning Goal – Expressive Arts 



Music Progression Map – Composition

• Selecting and creating short sequences of sound with voices or instruments to represent a given idea or character.

• Combining instrumental and vocal sounds within a given structure. 

• Creating simple melodies using a few notes. 

• Choosing dynamics, tempo and timbre for a piece of music. 

• Creating a simple graphic score to represent a composition. 

• Beginning to make improvements to their work as suggested by the teacher. 

Year 1

• Selecting and creating longer sequences of appropriate sounds with voices or instruments to represent a given idea or character.

• Successfully combining and layering several instrumental and vocal patterns within a given structure. 

• Creating simple melodies from five or more notes 

• Choosing appropriate dynamics, tempo and timbre for a piece of music. 

• Using letter name and graphic notation to represent the details of their composition. 

• Beginning to suggest improvements to their own work.

Year 2

• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs

• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate try to move in time    
with music. 

Early Learning Goal – Expressive Arts 



Music Progression Map – The inter-related dimensions of music

Pitch -To understand that pitch means how high or low a note sounds. To understand that 'tuned' instruments play more than one pitch of notes. 

Duration  -To know that rhythm means a pattern of long and short notes.

Dynamics - To know that dynamics means how loud or soft a sound is. To understand that sounds can be adapted to change their mood, e.g through dynamics. 

Tempo  -To know that the ‘pulse’ is the steady beat that goes through music. To know that tempo is the speed of the music. 

Timbre - To know that 'timbre' means the quality of a sound; eg that different instruments would sound different playing a note of the same pitch. To know that my 
voice can create different timbres to help tell a story. 

Texture  -To know that music has layers called 'texture’. 

Structure To know that a piece of music can have more than one section, eg a versed and a chorus. 

Notation To understand that music can be represented by pictures or symbols. 

Year 1

• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs

• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate try to move in time    
with music. 

Early Learning Goal – Expressive Arts 

The inter-related dimensions of music are: ● Pulse ● Pitch ● Duration ● Dynamics ● Tempo ● Timbre ● Texture ● Structure ● Appropriate musical notation



Music Progression Map – The inter-related dimensions of music

The inter-related dimensions of music are: ● Pulse ● Pitch ● Duration ● Dynamics ● Tempo ● Timbre ● Texture ● Structure ● Appropriate musical notation

Pitch - To understand that pitch means how high or low a note sounds. To understand that 'tuned' instruments play more than one pitch of notes. 

Duration - To know that rhythm means a pattern of long and short notes.

Dynamics - To know that dynamics means how loud or soft a sound is. To understand that sounds can be adapted to change their mood, e.g through dynamics. 

Tempo  -To know that the ‘pulse’ is the steady beat that goes through music. To know that tempo is the speed of the music. 

Timbre - To know that musical instruments can be used to create 'real life' sound effects. To understand an instrument can be matched to an animal noise based on its 
timbre.

Texture - To know that a graphic score can show a picture of the layers, or 'texture', of a piece of music.

Structure - To understand that structure means the organisation of sounds within music, eg a chorus and verse pattern in a song. 

Notation  - To know that 'notation' means writing music down so that someone else can play it. To know that a graphic score can show a picture of the structure and / or 
texture of music. 

Year 2




























