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A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



How many times have you 
already read today?



Phonics



Aims of this morning’s talk:

• How we teach Phonics 

• What the Phonics Screening Check is

• What we are doing to prepare the children

• How you can help your child/ren

• Key dates

• Any questions?



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
systematic, synthetic phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Blending to read words

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Terminology 

Phoneme Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme Blend 

Digraph Segment

Trigraph



Teaching order 



Gradually your child learns the entire 
alphabetic code:



How we make learning stick 



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help

• If they can’t read a word read it to 
them

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



Supporting your child with phonics

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc


Tricky words 



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

Spelling



We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book



This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in 
their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words by the time they bring 
the book home – but they should be 
able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



We encourage children to find digraphs
and trigraphs to help with their blending.

Let me show you how this works and what 
it looks like in a phonics lesson.

“dot and dash”.



i-e     kite

o-e    phone

u-e    huge

a-e    cake 

e-e    these



The Year 1 Phonics Screening Check
• Began in 2012, after a pilot in 2011
• Takes place w/b 8th June 2026
• Children read a mixture of 40 real words 

and “alien” words by decoding and 
blending using the methods we have 
taught them

• It is testing children’s ability to spot 
graphemes in words, not their overall 
reading ability







Year 1 Phonics Screening Check
Key Dates

• Spring term (2) 2026
• Mock check to identify which children need extra support
• Phonics groups re-organised; new sounds being taught; sounds being reinforced in English lessons, 

including spellings of tricky words
• Extra help given to children identified in mock check to look for sounds within words and dot & dash 

them, then read them
• Phonics Easter activity pack sent home

• Summer term (1) 2026
• Extra booster work continues with children who need it
• Individual Phonics activity pack sent home for children that need to practise, to complete over a few 

weeks
• QR codes sent home weekly
• Focus on Phonics in English lessons during the week leading up to the check
• w/b 8th - Phonics screening check takes place

July
Results come out in the end of year report.



strom

We do not want you or your child to get stressed
about this check. It is not necessarily an indicator
as to whether your child is a good reader or not.



What you can do to help at home:

• When reading with your child, encourage them to look for digraphs and 
trigraphs within words, even if they can sight read the word.

• If they come across an unfamiliar word which can be sounded out 
phonetically encourage them to sound out, then blend the sounds 
together.

• Please support them with any additional phonics sheets they may bring 
home. If the sheets are already completed, talk to them about the 
sounds they found and see if they can still read the words.

• Copies of previous checks are freely available on the internet if you want 
to look at these – we do use these in school so if you want to use them 
at home, please don’t over-use them.

• Encourage them to do the Activities Pack at Easter and in May Half Term 
so they don’t forget all their Phonics during the holidays!



Websites & pages that might be useful:

• https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/r
esources/for-parents/videos showing how the 
sounds are pronounced

• https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/r
esources/for-parents/- the Little Wandle website –
lots of parent tutorials in the ‘Fror Parents’ section

https://www.gov.uk/search/all?keywords=phonics+scr
eening+check+materials - previous years phonics 
screening check

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.gov.uk/search/all?keywords=phonics+screening+check+materials


One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan


